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remains of tetracycline were found in the remains of a human 

skeletons from the historic Sudanese region of Nubia. 

  

1676 microscopist Anthony van Leeuwenhoek is the first who saw bacteria 

with his microscope 

1875 Dr. John Tyndall presented to the Royal Society experiments with 

Penicillium notatum.  

1928 microbiologist Alexander Fleming notices that the fungus Penicillium 

notatum contaminated the entire culture plate with staphylococcus. 

1931 the pharmaceutical company Bayer develops the first synthetic 

antibacterial drug, prontosyl 

1940 - 

1962 

the "golden age" of antibiotics begun. During this period, most of the 

types of antibiotics used today for treatment, such as tetracycline and 

vancomycin, were invented. 

1970s the rate of detection of new drugs suddenly fell. The problem of 

resistance had been growing 

The mechanism of antibacterial action of the drug is mainly 

explained by two mechanisms:  

- chemical intervention in the synthesis or function of vital 

components of bacteria and / or  

- avoidance of the usual mechanisms of antibacterial 

resistance. 
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